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Exempt Human Subjects Research Decision Trees Last Updated:  11/18/2024

Educational Exemption (#1)

Established 
education 

setting? 

No
Comprehensive IRB Review

Yes

Normal 
education 
practices?

No
Comprehensive IRB Review

Yes

Adverse 
impacts on 
students or 
teachers?

Yes
Comprehensive IRB Review

No

FERPA or 
PHI?

No

System Generated

Yes

IRB Determined
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Survey, Interview, or Observation of Public Behavior (#2) 

Surveys, 
interviews, tests, 
or observations?

No
Comprehensive IRB Review

Yes

Children?

No

Yes ONLY 
educational tests or 
public observation 

without interaction?

No
Comprehensive IRB Review

Yes

Identifiable 
data?

No

Yes

Sensitive 
data?

Yes

IRB Limited Review

No
PHI?

Yes

IRB Determined

No Using participant 
data from other 

sources?

Yes
IRB Determined

No System Generated
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Benign Behavioral Intervention (#3)

Benign 
behavioral 

intervention?

No
Comprehensive IRB Review

Yes

Brief 
intervention 

duration?

No
Comprehensive IRB Review

Yes

Intervention 
occurs more 
than once?

Yes
IRB Determined

No

Children?
Yes

Comprehensive IRB Review

No

Has 
deception?

Yes

Deception 
disclosed?

Yes
IRB Determined or

IRB Limited Review if identifiable, 
sensitive data

No
Comprehensive IRB Review

No

Identifiable 
data?

No

Yes

Sensitive 
data?

Yes

IRB Limited Review

No
PHI?

Yes

IRB Determined

No Using participant 
data from other 

sources?
Yes

IRB Determined

No

System Generated
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Secondary Use (#4)

Identifiable 
data  and/or 

biospecimens?

No
Not Regulated

Yes

Only PHI?

Yes
IRB Determined

No

Publicly 
available?

Yes
IRB Determined

No

Recorded 
without 

identifiers?

Yes
IRB Determined

No

Government 
generated or 

collected 
data?

Yes
IRB Determined

No

Has broad 
consent?

Yes
IRB Limited Review

No

Comprehensive IRB Review

Note:  U-M has not implemented Exemptions #7 and 
#8 (secondary use with “broad consent” ) 
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